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TRAONG mE HISTORY or Tulsa's 
race 'relations, Ellsworth learned that ter
ror was not .new to the city or state, 
despite the fact that blacks lived in the 
Tulsa area for half a century before, 
whia 
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lions, 1~I"'wo.th 

IUr was not ncw to the city or stBtC. 
despite the fad that blacks lived in the 
Tulsa area fOf half a century before 
whites. 

"Oklahoma was seen as a haven for 
blacks. and there was talk in 1880 of mal: 
mil: it the only black state in the union," 

Usworth explained.uBJack people ca,mc 
In Ihe area from)830 to 1860, calling il 
alie 'prom~scdJaDd" .. 
ll'll'ee~~inTuJsap'riOrt~ 

1921 that set the stage f~ the riot that 
wouJddcstrOYJDOrCthaD .~QOohomesoc-
cupied by blacks' and bum the! business

" L_ •• •
dJstnct to h~ .fOUnd. nut.•hI- m_1n IIC~ 
tOil tn t~ riot WfTI:; '.IIC' puf 
judit:UlI Iplrllt.. ~r 1!lh.wu,th __._ 

~1~:TROIIllI~ 1It'.t;AN tn 1'1,11 wh("n 
.he lU/~ World ncwspaper daml('(1 10 
I.-yo evidence bllf)lI~tin, the Indullrilll 
W01kt'1'1 or Ih~ World (IWW) in lht;
~mblna of I~C home of a wealthy Tuba 
~)II man. An.oll work.er had been arresled 
JIIthe bombing and had denied he w~~ an 
IWW member, but the World edilorializ
cd thaI his dcnial "confirmed the belief of 
the deteclives lhat h~ is ~ mem.ber." 
. In an Oct. 31 edltonal entitled "Pa

tlenee H~ ~ ~... ~e~ en
dorsed Vlgllante solutlons.~~· 
IWW ~bers. t? horse 1h~!':S ~d . 

~hatlS,heplpworthnow;,,*1ODa.rOQC?'· Not ~'z.lbe'" World once qaUicaUCd for' fouDCl.('" ,<
,~ ... w 

IJDcllInp after: 12 mai'were:mested cJur.. ~ ,,'};"
ing\PoUce'raidsC)ft~JWW.b8JlonD-Au. .. •< _. 

L. .,'" .......r ~t. 
~ :JIk~.~~J~OI!t.Out, .~ 

:. '. . .;.;;.~_::>;:r?'~~,,;j.~.:. 

scoTr ,'. . '.~.,:.. :'.' 
.D..I.SWORTR • IIeW Itook .. 

COYrft ... &JOulld I. dlro_IiIIE ... 
·r.... Ibte RIot 0' 19U. 

. 
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.j'.•• '~ ~, • ~d~' - ''n'4~~'" .' .,' .~, 
d~\~: ~"Il. i.~pplt· _he Jicmp. ,If. "ktU or I~ •. . . 
k~~p".~:i();tW.',k'I.t""wllQ!\ A KCond lncIdeal , .. 
ide'" JJ11.bf~,lnJ.'WJ1':Jn·':reW day.; 
It I. no limeJtOl~lY WI.1i t~ cncnUes of 
the counlry,',:thci unrdlrlCled production 
or lxirolcum it as necessary to the winn
ins or Ihc war a.s the unrestricted produc
tion of gunpowder. We are either going to 
whip Germany or Germany is going to 
whip us. The fust step i,J;I<tbe. whipping of 

. GemwaJ,,".~ strau• .alae; I\YW.'J.. ~ 
'an-_,.:~ \VOU1d~~yother ~d 
o!~~'~~~F>tc~,~em; kPJ 'em. An~ 

mob rule in ~~.~~~~·:;/bIi@:~~~~~~Ulefoot" 
.later. On M~. 11. 1919~~1'!h!~.~.::'. ~,:~tor' !heI1. be ,CIIt~,~ . 
worker was shot In t¥'~OIi ~~'~.' 
ofT~Isa. aeforehedied.be,toldpolicehis 
assailants were two black men, but he' 
could give only a sketchy description of 
them. . 

mREE BLAn. MEN ,WERE, AR. 
..~Iq:$'~...., iDi~~~~ be&8a to 
..~ ~t{~lJ:aiIIJ! ~f:8i{~t to 

.~~~;After she'_screamea. R~ 
~ arrested and held.on the top n~ 
the courthouse.. DespIte the lack of' 
evidence that Rowland actually tried 
~uJt the w<?man, the Tulsa Tribu"!! . 
~ed a sensatlo~ front page beadliDc= 
Its.anen:~n ISsue: "T~· Lynch }"! .' . 
TODiiht· :.!wo~,aftertbe;~" 

:~~ ~em' ~ poUp:O~.;15·~bl4cks~~..att-.anarY'mob,orwb~tes"b 
reco~dIDl.sJl~lJlartrta~.• ~ ,'.. .,ki~ '~~•.,~t L!1100~,to waste ~oncy" ~~~ re::th~·~ty,!.jaiI~toinY~sate che 

"RIght here,u.a gOOCl'P~"to'dJSWeO';;'On ,#i.i.thOa.t'''inuaJices·1ike,tbat~ AlL \.iafitV..ti1t1ie,de(~'~',the'ncxt'daY' 
witb.the ~temcntiJrC4*Y.:expfe$Sed~ :·ihat11B": ~ tho evjd' aDd fi ,.·tiJE'Ti'liQ"rk' . ;" .. ;. '-<; .' ',' 

by OtlahObJa,~to.:s~lhai~fie"WW:sand.c;~~~1qi.#~~IY:"e'~terSU~i~:.• 'f',~MUd1 ..~t8Ik:~~:rth7:~~:· 
other pro-,,!u~ mdJV1duais should .!eave wdl ..~~~~te the umber. for the eIenic~t was heard." Subsequently, three 
the couritry. the H:"0rld.wrote.. ~ a c.offins•... , "". ,,;, ,~. . ". ..' .black .poliCemen were fired upon by .two 
matter of fact, there IS. no place for-them, . 'fbe<::Oil~Ftdd' Workers; Union had white gunmen. .., , 
to. go: The only reliefis}l:w~ol~aleap-orga~'l~me:300 '~ event in 1919 r~ea1edtliat 'thereo~, field workers in 
pbca~oD of concentr.~D(,:·~'i,..p,:• .c, ,the<.~,-arca.-undet Jbr:,jlW.~ baDner;--,~~~ .doubts ..m;tIJC black eom

:&be i~''.'~~.;l:inb=~~tIi6.1-1lWhlielaw 

"'l' :~~~~\I' ~!~cdUd May )1. 1921.forea,.ral
',,~ '.~. '1,.,~,~lt of. white women" . 

l ." • " ~, ~(p~~R~~ND.19.~l 

,"" - 'I. ,~",~'l,:_.~~, -.. '.....~.~.. '. ,f,w.iftt '.-bOuf'. b"1e.:t·; . .E 

.. .. ,est , 'be ""'~ ~. fI" • ..... \ • r' H-_A,,,·~~={~~.,,tA,t'·<".otii\t"~"! ~ '.' .'~ "iJitt-~~r
 
~ .' I"#"'~~'-~'~"~~:..•.. ·~""'1~,""""' ..\""""'·_,........
 

(	 .,. t'\~,-':;'..2 • ~~"'~.1J • • ~ _' ~ ~~~~.~.,,~L'tI:~~~~~ 
~~ ..,.' '- ~,;;;. ., " .... l '",,' ' ..' .~, '. 

~ ~ .~ ~ ~;t;r'4~'i'~ ~W ~ ..... >:... _, '011 

to fonn. at the.~,?use,as had.~ 
.eeI:~ mon~·..:earlier.OnIy this:",
anOtbCr mob 6fblackS also'eonYeDCd
'th~~Site~ ., '~.' . 

. ~?~y knows. w~? ~rrcd the" ~~:
 
sh~t, Ellswo.rth smd.. Wltnesses S8J~'
 
w,bite. m~ med to disarm a blac~
 
veteran ~d that started it." .
 
Appro~ly a dozen. blacks w'
 

~~ 9fl,,\he.~,1be ~bite mo~,
 

\-~ 



~" ." "'-- '. ~"l.~ I--'·~-·· '..... .
JJ1.0Iartde ~Cl.~ : '!' ~,:,;;~,;}~;;~ ~.~ ~ t:~ :,. whites had '&a~~ in 5eParatF mobs at the county 
£()C stII/f ,.. ". . . -,' . '" jail at smh Street and'~ Avc:ouc because of 

A Catholic ~exican,American .oman!fbosavcd rumon that a youDI black prisoocr m:.igbt be lynched 
tbc,liv~·or.two p~.~.;.dupng'the_TqISa that night.' ..' .. -".,', . 
~;riot ~ly~:agostiD wo~'~~~~ppeiicd tQ; . ... went outside and saw airplanes coming[[pm th~'" 
J!Ic ~~boys she pluckccUrom,,~:!-i"": '~~1'; n~ to the south," Aleman ~d~ ,,~~O~a o!the 
~,~oraJeafL~,"~~,~~~~~~:the pIaDes·bad a ~ like a ~~I~.~;.~~*! .. :. 

maaory.q.JIR:, .CJUIII,,~,-.... the squeak.cd•. It.was like a war. , :"Jt, ,"~::'l:,'4H '...... 
DOtOrious riot still ~ freSh in:her miDd~ , 11IE BLACK COMMUNITY Wu bdti& attack'cd 

". was born,in M~ora Spanish and FreDcb oot only from the ground, but rrom the air' as well. 
~." she bePD Jo ~ _her Story from the Several witnesses reported that the ~ flew low to 
wh~?t~~.~.~most~f her~. , "tbe lI'Ound and that shots wen: ,~~IhePOpu1ace 

~ito::!"'. CO'W"'Jl.8t ~,\19.,,~~~. " . ," . - ' -' . :>.-A.'- •. . ~ffO!D the ID~ ~CdIcgeip'. ,.elsa. two,liUIcbladi;' bOJI nmniDc ... 1CI'CaID~ 
,MODterey." ..,. ., ",. . ing," Aleman continued her storY. "So-~I ran to the 

MARRIED AT AGE 14. she was still childless middle of the Iitn:d aDd grabbed thole kirJs. • was 
_......-"' ~_-.l_.-.......-....L._
 



IrtJiOYt lilt' InUC~m lIUih:U_11JQ •• "1' ." "'n norm 

. J'J . ',' 

:iTicfU8i1Q&1rOiiattieln~~~~~~. ~:Uu.c 
.Monterey..... '. . .' ,~.- " . '. 

MARRImAT .,AGE 14, .• was still childless, 
;tleIJ:she moved iQ Tulsa"~·~.on Quin
':J StreCtOD the citY's oortIl sl(Ie.: " .. ," 
'When the race riot' begui, .. baA come to Tulsa to 

Ia~i"••t' .1..:JVIae..... t 
workllll tn a rataurahl.. we 

openated • MCJdcan restauranl for years here. " 
. ."1 ,~~ ilc ran home,IU:':told ~jQi~oseU1~ 

a09rS. ,cl~se th~ .~oors!' MeJ:l had ~tarted.sltoo~J;lg 
an~:w~.h.ear~ no:~~s.that &o~de~L~ke,tp~~eror.~. 
bombexplQ4inl~ ,~; ._ "":1"~" '. 1'j\ ;,. i •. ,....-... . ";'. , 

. ·.AS~otde$·:oJ~tes:d~~e(l·u ;"n'di~'~(m_'
OfJi)'····~:·';,I.·:· '.' u·...ii..:.,;:~~~d'loo~it:~I;;;lYri!'t1':'" .
.,wn."~'~~~"-. ....
and 'SOUght'rCf.:aild:....etY.~.Otber ,pUis.Qf;~ ..;.; ,.. , AI neve( kneW theii,names2:1beY~d"their ~Dts. ,,' 
'.. "My. husbaodsaiditb,c blacks ~fi&htiIigbac~·. 
.nd.~th8t,·tbeY~~-.~.to"get:insidecou,r;~JlO\ise;·'.,
AI 'd . hi "':"_:..:.11 't th d' d .1.- '. I'eman,5a1_~ ."aU:JUUa ~ C oor an saw. uno co -,werc' 
orec:l .,eople 1'llItIliq.... .' .' ..... 
;.Th~riot begaDon_.the~eni~or.MaY·Zl,= \'~eadY, . -reportcxl that 150 blacks di~ inthe,rlot~b~t Tulsa's 

summer weather;'~ as'·Aleman recaIleq:'Blacksand 

nv' 

~4I 

'. ' 

~1Jl92k. 
~" 
'~' 

g. 
~ 

m~[IRl-.uurn.-rn".u,""-_"'.-vo""""""""'" 

.,"na had .. IUD like a macbine &u~ 011.11 that 
~ueabd. It WIS like a war." . . : ... ' .'~ 

mE RAei' COMMUNITY was bcin& attiadtcd 
not only from the ground, but fromtbe air' as well. 
Several witnesses reported that the pIa~ flew low to 
the &round and that shots were fired at the populace 

.." 

•.~: bOJI ruuoii.t& aad~m~ 

,UWl~\. ed. theu beartS,werepoun<!iQg SQ...,.t ~~~.,..;i~._:~. ;" ',' 

~told them ~o nio~c:\save,lhenistlv.eswhcl(the 
.. riot beBan.They left loa hurrY,to;lce .inhtY~ents 

. stillli" ..' . '. .. .' vmg. J .' •.•. ' •.•. .• '.' 

mE DlRECfOR OF A SQUAD.9,.( grave diggers 

black newspaper, The Oklahoma Eagle, 'Claimed that 
as many as 300 were killed. . 

"We were just lucky," reflected, th~ . eldc~y 
. ":meml>er of. St.l'rancis,p~i(~~· been ~9~ 
,·{tWice,.8ri~"~8!i.,~",o\~I~{~i~!~.:~dC,~.,~.,:it~.A ., t . aridclrlJd~-~.:.~io>~.._~!:' "t•. rt. "~of<llL],~~-I:- • 

.": c, '~." .;.gr ,'~.,"..".. .."" ..'.,.....••' .. ,"07': .~ ~l\"~"~~)f., ~~:..r.i~~··.w~,.,,1'1~;·U ..-faltbl~. ~.~I· """"~'"'~' 
i¥.~~: ,.~.ti*.!~~ ..- ''"toWMY~; '\ 

, -i~bt~m.;~il<~!i,·· ' . .. '" ,~'1be+~~ -. 
, : ,_' .,' ~ _ ~ .~::;,.?-::" •.~ . 

,-I 18 "1._;:.~.U2,;;,;...~ ~uu 1W-tU&~'
~! ~,' '\0,', -~~.--.~!~ ~;,-I :_~ ~' --~ q -._ ;. ~'., 

! ....... , ...•,', ,,_~ .... _ """ _ ~,_::.l< . _. -:," 

.y"".,.Jl!t"!~",:-, .. '~~'~:'~';J " ··.-,.,l.·~~ut 
I 

~~..
".AftCi',the riiK.:"MemaIl.-SpeDt:...ar" . -willi'. 

~,.'lbe"ltcdC~~ hdpiuI ~~,~;~~~ 
!~~:ql1·i~to~.~'!#'~~~ 
r""kr,nothing,; but ~e)tcl:tp~.~.~,~ 
ItSl00~m~w~J~.J~~:.?~~\~~ 

~.. , .'.. ~.:.t;.r..~.~:-..,~,~.t~'''''' 
,The riot.is just a memOry DOW to:peopJe li~~ 

Morales Alemas" who survived an4 .li~:~rCR her 
l' great-grandchildren. abOut .it. ~" u~;'an _these 
Cl;' •years, she .continues' to ponder .t., ~·c .. 

urwoDder' if those two.1itt1C boys still live here 
aDd if,they remember me?" she w.s With agleam in 
her eye. '. 

; i •.. 
~Jl'"

'.~ ..' . '.,

iDg:' Aleman <:ODtinued her stoIY. uSQ,I I'8Il to the 
middle of the stn:et and grabbed thole ~. I was 
Uk~ a mother heD,' but I th~t we were ~ to be 
.killed. I c::xpeclCd to die, but I did not IctJ9C*of the 
cbilcken." 
~~....-.a- uou~~~a~~,m.dth,. 
mlcIdIe;~" she pa~ lIUU.ro-- ,81. ~ 
planes, ~ du:iD nOt to shoot. . . 

"One .of ,~.Pil.()tSwas.iooki~ ,at l1st~ugh 
bin~,", she explain~~ ';Jthijlk tb~y dld..not 
shoot ~~eD, ~ey:saw rw~ ~o~ ~a·, ~la~.k pto~ec. ; ; 

,The u'''pamc .omantoqk;ttie ~~~l.~~:...t,boYsI,Dto,
her' o~alid(ed,lhemt6:~tr'~t.t~u~·

~ b . ",' " '.'.... ."', :".' .,.,».~ ",~" ,-.,~./ .,' .... 
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