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TRACING THE HISTORY Of Tulsa's
race relations, Ellsworth learned that ter-
ror was not new to the city or state,
despite the fact that blacks lived in the
Tulsa area for half a century before
whites.

“Oklahoma was seen as a haven for
blacks, and there was talk in 1880 of mak-
ing it the only black state in the union,””

Ellsworth explained. ““Black people came . 3

to the area from- 1830 to 1860, calling it
the ‘promised land.” »

Threcevcltshappenedm'l‘msagnono '

1921 that set the stage for the riot that
would destroy more than 1,000 homes oc-
cupied by blacks and burn the business
district to the ground. **But the main ac
tors in the riot were Lhe police, press and
judicial system, " Fllsworth said,

THETROUBLE BEGAN in 1917 when
the Tulsa  World newspaper claimed to
have evidence implicating the Industrial
Workers of the World (IWW) in the
bombing of the home of a wealthy Tulsa
oil man. An oil worker had been arrested
in the bombing and had denied he was an
IWW member, but the World editorializ-
¢d that his denial “‘confirmed the belief of
the detectives. that he is a member.”

In an Oct. 31 editorial entitled ‘‘Pa-
tience Has an End,”” the newspaper en-

dorsed vigilante solutions, comparing -

IWW members to horse 1h1evs and
recommending similar treatment.

‘“‘Right hereis a goodplnoeto d‘lségfee i

with the mtcmeut, frcqmﬂy ‘expressed

by Oklahoma éditors, that the TWW’sand i

other pro-Hun individuals should ‘leave
the country’,”” the World wrote. “‘As a
matter of fact, there is no place for them:
to go. The only relief is a.wholesale ap-
plication of concentration :camps. Or,

The Tulsa World once again called for
lynchlnpnftcr 12 men were arrested dur-

) ten wove 9

covers mew ground im chromicling the
Tualsa Race Riot of 1921.

decrense lha lqpnly the ! \Anco o ik

mob rule in Tulu“'

worker was shot in the ba(:k“dn the stretts_
of Tulsa. Before he died, he told police his
assailants were two black men, but he
could give only a sketchy description of
them.

stick mw Comg ln hmdy ina rcw days. '
It is no time to dally with the encnies of
the country, The unrestricted production
of petroleum is as necessary to the winn-
ing of the war as the unrestricted produc-
tion of gunpowder. We are either going to
whip Germany or Gennany is going to
whip us. The first step in the whipping of
Germany h to strangle the IWW’s. Kill
‘would kiltany other kind
.ofsnake Don’t scotch ‘em; kill ‘em. And
! dead. Itis no time to waste money .-
“on tridls and continuances like that. All-
that mmyh the evidence and a fir-
squatk.Pmbably the carpenters union
wﬂl contribute the timber for the

" The-Oif "_-Fldd Workers® Union had
organized. some 300 oil field workers in
the: ‘ma ‘area_under the
what is hemp worth now, thelong Foar?” - '

were sqxous,_‘doubts in ;he black com-
munity *'as to whether the Io

IwWw ‘banner.-

ms polieemds of the IWW hall on Brady-\.:
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Y Hot tar wnd feathers
1o their bloodied backs.
was (charged in the

Podlce

tragedy, snd ooe of the whipped men

stated that “"There were gowns and

-« manks provided, which ‘on by the
< Chief of Pollos s one detective . ., "

"*The 1917 IWW led how
disastrous the consequences could be for a
group of Tulsans If the' power of an in-
Muential newspaper, the city government
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control the crowd at the scene.

righteous ' protest’”, stating: “‘There
1ot & vestige of the mob spirit in the act o
‘Saturday night. It was citizenship, outrag-
»ed by government incfficiency and a tod

divected traffic and

w

The Twisa World called the event **

tender regard to the prolcsslonal

i eriminal.” Police Chief John Gustafses

sald “*It Iy my honest opinion that the
ching of Belton will prove of real

and the local courts  and policg was . to Tulsa and vicinity. It was an obje

‘edntsdfthe !xnsxhuofubedy”andm b
described by'.ba Thln World ter as *'a « police and court protection led up L

00,

"“

P yae !ndnlhultofawhilc women.

THREE BLACK . MEN WERE AR-
inuncnseandmmorsbeganto

RESTED
_spread that there might be an attempt to.
“lynch them. A group of 15 armed blacks
_idrove to the city-jail to mwsugate the
.mfetyofthedefendam.;nd the next day -
the Tulsa Democrat 1 newspaper wrote that
““Much. talk of trouble with. the colored
element was heard.”” Subsequently, three
.black policemen were ﬁred upon by two
white gunmen.

Tlns event in 1919 rcvealed that thcre

bmughtwww,!'ﬁum lesson to the hijackers and auto th

chingofanotherandtheobv:oushck ‘

dcvxnr operator ‘when he” entered+ :

'thestreets “ah angry mob of whites
‘ed nine months: earlier. Only this

andlbehcvcttwnllbetakenassuch"
‘The brutal beating of 17 men, the Iyn

m by Tulsa blacks that
thely own was in critical danger
was dfrested onf May 31, 1921 for

elevator. ‘After she screamed, Rowla
was atrested and held on the top floor ol
the courthouse. Despite the lack of an
evidence that Rowland actually tried td
assault the woman, the Tulsa Tnbunecaﬁ
ried a sensational front page headline i
its afternoon issue: ““To Lynch Ne
Tonight ** Two hours. after’ thepaper_

to form at the courthouse, as had happ

another mob of blacks also’ eonvened'
the site. ;
“Nobody knows who fired the
shot,”” Ellsworth said. ““Witnesses sald
white man tried to disarm a black
veteran and that started it.”’ i3
Approximately a dozen blacks
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raoe not 61 years ago still wonders whathappenedto © I went outside and saw axrplams oommg from the 5

r .iMMiyzmgnfszm;_.b&m planes had a gun like a machm¢ hat
: frightening experience during the squeaked. It was likc a war.” ‘ s

still remains fresh in her mind. mmammm:tncked
"lwasbommMontemyofaSpamhandFrench not only from the ground, but from the air as well.
mother,” she began to tell her story from the che(alwlmcsssreponcdthauhcplancsﬂcwlowto
wheeldmrmwhlchshcspmdsmostofhaume : thcgroundandﬂ:atshotsmﬁredanhepopulace
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.okeepbhcbfmn!mlh&‘w gy : Monterey » ing,” Aleman continued her story. *So I ran to the
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munity, bt this was suce




Hon centors,
One growp o rising - cn-
treprenenrs lold wuclrdswoff
photographsolthcnot,hdmm
of corpses. The actual. eoumwd dead
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promising to pay foc the l'ebn}hof Gl’etll-

wood,

More thif: moo MM

Tulsans were forced 1o sleepdn

tents dur-/
ing the winter of 1921-1922. White
Tmummmmm

tiot. *I was told police records had Burn-".

ed, and: when the early issues of the
Tribune were later microfilmed, someone =
had ripped out the front-page article and *
removed part of the editorial page. The

original bound volumes of the newspaper
have also been destroyed.”

The author said he had been ‘‘both
discouraged and encouraged to tell the
long forgottén story of the riot.”

THE TULSA NEWSI,’APERS had not
done any major articles on the riot in 50 -
years,”” he said, *‘I was encourased by

historians who thought it was. xmporumt .

to look into this and by older persons who

ey,

s

1o Hite boys she plucked [rom aangor:
4 M-rmelquunnnbhhwl)’: m. bullhe

“lmbommMontatyofaSpanshandchh
mother,”” she began to tell her story from the
wheelchair in whxchsbespmdsmostofherﬂme

__ in
Monterey

MARRIEDATAG’E 14, shcwassulldnldless
wheqshemovedtoTulsaandmleddownoann
cyStreetonthecnty‘snonhside. ;
‘Whentheraoenotbean.lhadoometo'nﬂsaxo

‘°mmwmm.mmm,

operated a Mexican restaurant for years here.

doors, close the doors!’ Men had started shooting
= and we heard noises that sounded. hke thunder ora
bomb. explodmg o
. As h £ whit ed upon thelr sectxon_
of tawn, shoo

““My husband ‘said the blacks were fighting back

Aleman said. *‘I: stood at: the door and saw the col-

8 ored people running.””

S - The riot began on the evenmg of May 21; “already-
AR summcr weather," as*Aleman recalled. Blacks ‘and
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were happy that someone was taking an

interest in their lives.
‘I was discouraged by people who con-

sider "the riot to be-a blot on the city’s -

history — and don t want anyone to bnn;
of

untry at thewage:of 19, after -
W . Cm %

“I remember he ran home and told me to ‘close I,he )

ﬁnz.,bul;mns ‘and looting; blacksﬂed.l
| and sought refuge and safety.in other parts of towa.:: -

- their heart.s were. poundmg so

and thattheymghxtrytoget inside - ourhouse,’f-,r.

'-«.‘m_ember of St. Francis parish who has been widowed

EOCPhomby harlene Sc

norin (o Ing souin, FATCREARAR  manans,
planes had a gun like a madnnc gun on ,n that
squeaked. It was like a war.”

THE BLACK COMMUNITY was bang amcl:ed
not only from the ground, but from the air as well.
Several witnesses reported that the planes flew low to
the ground and that shots were ﬁred at the populace
below. .

[ saw two. Inﬂe black boys running and scream-
ing,”” Aleman continued her story. “‘Sa I ran to the
mlddleofthesueetandgrabbedthonehds I was
like a mother hen, butlthoughtweweregoiutobe
k:l!ed lexpectedtodle but I did not let loose of the
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iddle of he siree, faf he
planes, 28 r

“One of the pnlots was lookmg at us through
binoculars,” she explamed 1 think they did not
shoot when they saw I was not a black mother.”

.The Hispanic woman took the tnghtened boys into
her house and fed.them to alm thex_n wn-“beeause

1 =

**I'never knew their names. They said theu' parents ,
had told them to run and save. themselves when the
riot began They left ina hurry to see if thieir parents
-were still living.”’

THE DlRECl‘ OR OF A SQUAD of grave dlggers
reported that 150 blacks died in the riot, but Tulsa’s
black newspaper, The Oklahoma Eagle, claimed that
as many as 300 were killed.

- “We were just lucky,” reflected. the elderly

dchildren and -

promnse. torebuildthebhckeomm. umtyamc
, but the Red- Cros expended more than
i : Chnst_masEn,

. The riot is just a memory now wpeople
- Morales Aleman,; who survived and lwed;oﬂ her
great-grandchxldren about it. Still, after all these
years, she continues to ponder it.

“I ' wonder if those two little boys still live here —
and if they remember me”’ she asks with a gleam in
her eye. {
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